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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the "conditional" request for an RCE application is 
acceptable and an RCE has been established. Claims 12-22 are pending, claims 14-18 
is directed to a non-elected invention (as indicated in prior Office Action) and further 
claims 19-22 are directed to an invention other than the invention as originally claimed 
as the following reasons. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Regarding newly submitted claims 19-22. These claims are directed to an 
invention that is independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the 
following reasons: 

Original claims 12-13 and newly submitted claims 19-22 are related as 
combination and subcombination. Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be 
shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility 
by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the 
combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because invention I does not require the features such as: a first transferring 
unit, inserting unit, and removing unit ...etc." as cited in the invention II. The invention II 
has separate utility such as "for transferring a wire clamping bar which holds an initial 
one of the partial ... to a fabricating station" (see claim 19, lines 3-4). Since applicant 
has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this invention 
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has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. 
Accordingly, claims 19-23 withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 
An Office action on the merits of claims 12-13 follows: 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action, 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art [APA], (see Fig. 13, and the discussion under "The Related 
Art", specification, pages 1-5) in view of Maejima et al (US 5,774,981). 

APA (see Fig. 13, and the discussion under "The Related Art", specification page 
1-5) discloses an apparatus for manufacturing a single wire harness comprising a wire 
harness fabricating station 103 (see Fig. 13, discussion at col. page 1, line 20 to page 
2, line 5) for forming a single wire harness from partial harnesses 102 (see Fig. 13) the 
wire harness fabricating station having a connector receiving table 106 (see the 
discussion in the specification, page 2, lines 11-17) which detachably holds a plurality of 
proper connectors (1053, 1054) and a plurality of hybrid connectors (105i, 1052). APA 
does not expressly teach the use of a first connector receiving jig and a second 
connector receiving jig for positioning the proper connectors and hybrid connector 
therefrom. Maejima et al teach the use of receiving jig 34 for receiving connector (see 
Fig. 1 , and the discussion at col. 3, lines 51). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to employ the teaching 
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of Maejima's connector receiving jig onto the invention of APA in order to obtain a 
connector receiving jigs for holding and securing of the connector housing during the 
fabrication of a wire harness. Furthemnore, it is old and well known to use the 
connector receiving jig for operatively holding and positioning of connectors during the 
fabricating of the wire harness. 

Note the limitation: "using a plurality of proper connectors and a plurality of 
hybrid connectors" (as recited in claim 12, lines 2-3) is intended use which does not 
further limit the claimed structure. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maejima 
et a! or APA as modified above and further in view of Takada (US 6,269,538). 

Maejima et al or APA as modified and relied upon above do not teach the wire 
harness fabricating station comprises a connector transferring device for transferring to 
the connector receiving jig, one of the proper connector and hybrid connectors, 
respectively. Takada teaches a transferring device as described above (as shown in 
Fig. 2 and discussed at col. 7, lines 27-29 and col. 8, lines 2-3). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention was made to 
employ the teaching of transferring device as taught by Takada onto the invention of 
APA or Maejima et al in order to obtain a desired transferring device for transferring to 
the connector receiving jig. the proper connectors and hybrid connectors to the partially 
harness in an effective manner. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art references are cited for their teaching of an apparatus 
for malting a wire harness or the like. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Trinh whose telephone number is (703) 305-2887. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1 789. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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